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Dear Representative Luxenberg, Senator Moore, and members of the Housing Committee:

My name is Leslie Blatteau. I am a resident of New Haven, the President of the New Haven
Federation of Teachers, a union representing over 1700 educators who work in New Haven
Public Schools, and a coalition member of Recovery For All.  I am testifying in support of
a rent cap and in support of SB4.

As educators continue to prioritize supporting our students and meeting their needs during
these unprecedented times of trauma, stress, and instability, it is important to note the role
that stable housing plays in positive youth development, academic achievement, and
social-emotional well being. So if we are committed to children's development,
achievement, and wellbeing, then we also must be committed to ensuring all families in
Connecticut have access to stable housing.

Here is the issue: Working class families are struggling to keep up with skyrocketing rents.
Wages have not kept up with rental prices, and renters can’t afford these steep increases.
Approximately 52% of CT renters are already cost-burdened, meaning they spend more
than 30% of their gross monthly income on rent. And educators see the direct impact of this
on students in and out of our classrooms.

In fact, skyrocketing rent is driving homelessness. The Government Accounting Office
found that a median rent increase of $100/month was associated with a 9% increase in
homelessness. When students’ housing situations become uncertain, their opportunities to
focus on school work, extracurricular activities, and healthy relationships with peers
become impacted. We know what this housing insecurity looks like: Families needing to
move more often, families needing to double up with relatives, family members needing to
separate, families using hotels, cars, and shelters for temporary housing. And we know the
impact of this housing insecurity: Increased student absenteeism, decreased student



engagement, increased need for social work and school counseling services, and decreased
opportunities for students to participate in athletics and other after school activities. This is
why protective caps on rent increases are necessary and will positively impact our students,
our classrooms, our schools, and our communities.

I care deeply about my students, my co-workers, my neighbors, and my city, and I want to
see our communities prosper. It is very concerning to me that large corporate landlords,
many of which operate out of state, are making huge profits and siphoning money out of
our communities. Families in New Haven, who live multiracial working class
neighborhoods, like the Hill where I live, should be able to continue to live, work, and rent
in our city. This means we must enact rent stabilization. When rents are stable, housing is
stable, and when housing is stable our families, our neighborhoods, our students, our
classrooms, and our schools can also be stable.

I strongly support a rent cap, but SB 4 would be stronger with the following changes:

● The cap should be lower–I suggest 2.5 or 3%. This tracks pre-pandemic average
rent increases and would be affordable and predictable to tenants.

● It should cover apartments in between tenants so landlords can’t push out tenants
to increase the rent.

● It should expand good cause eviction protections to cover all tenants so they have
greater stability in their homes.

Thank you,

Leslie Blatteau
New Haven, CT


